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Asylum seekers appear to have limited knowledge of the Dutch health care system and drug use and they show to have relatively higher risks to use the drug incorrectly. For these reasons, people should pay more attention to drug education to asylum seekers. To be effective, this drug education should satisfy the needs of the target group. To balance the drug education and the needs of the asylum seekers, the Science shop Groningen has planned to map the problems and the needs of the asylum seekers. The main study objective is therefore to map the problems and the needs of asylum seekers about de drug education. 

The data are collected through an explorative design, which is based on qualitative methods. Therefore, the samples are small and we have no intention to gain statistically generalizations. To answer the research question from different perspectives, data are collected from five sources (triangulation). First, scientific literature about drug education to asylum seekers is studied. The second and third step was to take individual open interviews with the staff of the Medical care (MOA) and pharmacists. The next step was to take open interviews with the asylum seekers. The final step is the collection of data from focusgroup interviews with asylum seekers who are living in Holland for some time and had got a medical job in the country of origin. For both open interviews and focusgroup interviews are taken measures to reduce the chance of social desirable answers 
 
This study was aimed at the objective and subjective needs. The objective needs are the needs as established by researchers and experts. The subjective needs are the needs as articulated by the target group itself. The group may express these needs; in that case they are manifested needs. On the other hand, these needs can remain hidden. If the group is not aware of certain present needs, these needs also remain hidden and are called latent.

The target group of asylum seekers represents a wide range of cultures. For this reason some tracing was desired. This study is aimed at mature asylum seekers from Iran and Afghanistan who are still living in the asylum seeker camps. These nationalities are among the top 5 of refugees. No interpreter was needed, since the researcher fluently speaks Dutch, as well as Farsi (Iran) and Dari (Afganhistan). The table on the next page gives an overview of the most important results of this study.

Based on data from five sources, an attempt is made to explore the educational problems and needs of asylum seekers. These five sources delivered information about the different types of needs and problems and the possible causality factors. This study served as a first, hypothesis-generating exploration.







Tabel A. Overview of results from the five data sources 
TYPE OF PROBLEM OR NEED	RESULTS	SOURCES*
Objective	Language problemsCulture differences Lack of time care giversLimited knowledgeMissing/oldeducation material	1; 21; 21; 211; 2
Subjective: A. manifest	Language problemsCulture differencesLack of time	33; 53
		
B. Hidden, latent	Culture differences	3
*Sources: 1= scientific literature; 2= interviews with the staff of medical care; 3=interviews with asylum seekers; 4= interviews with pharmacists; 5= focusgroep-interviews with ex-asylum seekers	
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